[WYCOMBE Wan- 
derers’ title hopes, 
renewed after two 
thandsome victories 
lastWeek, suffered a 
‘set-back on Saturday 
when the Blues crash- 
ed 1-0 at Croydon in 
the- Rothmans Isth- 
|mian League. 

{none of their poorest 
displays of the’ season, 
Wanderers gave a lifeless 
_ performance. that brought 
jan end to their unbeaten 





By STUART EARP Croydon 1, Wycombe Wanderers 0 


run under manager John 
Reardon. 

Those 3-0 and 4-0 home 
victories over- Sutton and 
ilford last week pushed 
Wycombe into second place 
and started everyone 
wondering about the title. 
Although thcy stay second 
after Dazerham’s home 
draw with Woking, the Blues 
must know full well that they 
have no chançe of the cham- 
pionship if they continue to 
produce this type of football. 

The. danger signs were 


there from the start. The op- 
position, the ground, the 
conditions all pointed to a 
difficult game that would test 
Wycombe’s recent form to 
its limits, Croydon are an or- 
dinary outfit but their 
greatest assct is their work 
rate which was a good deal 
higher than Wycombe’s on 
Saturday. 

i can’t imagine Croydon 
enjoy playing at the Arena 
every week, A running track 
surrounds the pitch which 
robs any atmosphere as the 










selves for th oli rae 
2 ` mselvës, for the loss of. three 
crowd are ‘situated some FS" ital league points, Man f H 
20 yards from the play! sales ged a hetter ‘side thea 
time the ball goes into toue! | Croydon: bit they. just sould not 


“there is a 30-second wait orj put theit game together. 
| 





more to retrieve the ball. 


Needless to say, the home ing chances to have won th 


a hetter side than gory 
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Wy, 


aver able to put çep- 
‘pressure on the Seago 


i Yetdéfence in which Adrian Was: 
even playing badly, the Bluedourstanding. Too often the Blue’ 
still produced enough goulscorfound themselves second ta the 


all, lacking the fight and agpres- 


Sing made the moast of that: game, bul these were all wasted. ‘sion of the home side. i 
when they were trying tO, Croydon knew only too well Howard Kettleborough saw a 
hold on to their one goal: the penalty of ullowing their op-header well saved by Dave Cobb 
lead. f 3 | ponents time and space in whichand the same player nodded over 

The pitch itself left alotto'to play - they had been wellihe top from Bob Davies's: long 
be desired and the poor sur, beaten 3-0 earlier in the scasonlcross. In the 61st minute Gratiait 
face made it difficult for thek Park. It was their inMackenzie fired in a 25-yard 
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À Tea aE Wänderers thoselgri t Cobb diving full- 

players to show any “degree, mmoadities on Saturday and Se eee i j 

of control. I ey succeeded, Chasing hard, 
All these factors must.be, they never allowed Wycombe to; 







etrors from the visitors, 
} Only a couple of Wycombe 
{players could feel satisfied with 
itheir contributions, Paul 
{Birdseye ‘standing out as their 
,best performer, and John 
‘Priestley not far behind, 

Steve Hill replaced Dylan 
Evans. from the side that beat 
Ilford in mid-week and 
Wycombe were soon under 
pressure. Goalkeeper John! 
‘Maskell looked far from safe 
iwith a couple of early corners 
iwhile at the other end, 
Croyden's offside trap often 
;caught out the Blues from free 
jkicks. i 
Conditions, including an: 
‘awkward wind, meant aj| 
frustrating 45 minutes for the 
fans with neither side ever 
‘getting the ball under control 
¡with any consistency, There 
iwere only two half chances 
before the break, Maskell savin; 
well from Brian Woozley an 











length to save. : X 
Evans replaced the ineffective 
Hill a minute tater and it was; 


‘settle and forced numerous Dyla 1 who, had. a great-ehange:to i 
equal 


ise when Birdseye caught 
Croydon napping with a quick 
free-kick, His perfectly flighted 
iss flew over the defence to. 
Evans but he shot wide as Cobb 
raced out of his goal. 

Wycombe continued tu carve 
lout the better chances and Alan 
Phillips will be kicking himself 
for missing an open goal in the 
75th minute. Ian Pearson's cor- 
ner beat Cobb and fell nicely to 
Phillips but he headed over the; 
top from close range. font 

There was only onc moare op- 
portunity for the Blues to take a 
share of the points but that, tao,’ 
was spurned in the 80th minute, 
Holifield found Davies on the 
feft and his long cross fell 

erfectly to the oncoming 

ettleborough. But with just 
Cobb to beat, the big centre-; 
forward headed wide of the 
upright. 


WYCOMBE: J. Maskell! P. Birdeoyo, 


Mick Holifield being tackled. just}K. Mead, A. Phillips, A. Davies: G. 
as he was about to shoot. Apart] Mackenzie, J. Priestley. M. Holifield: S., 
from that, there were 


CROYDON: D. Cobb. 








ew] WH (aub) D. Evans 62 mins), H. 
dai i i Kettleborough, I. Peargan.. hes 
ngerous moments inghe penyt mene Roais RANY 








ty areas, 7 “g |. alise: K. Grona: si rime, F. 

.The second haif prone? = ai Elore M o boie, C, 
tle more excitement but the staf- Gould, © Hal. Sub S. Delariay (ot used). 
jdard of play was: agais, l: Referee: E. Carter. 


‘overall, Croydon weht 
after only four minutes of the 
new period with a beautifully: 
itaken goal by Cliff Gould. ' 
A long ball upfield saw Gould 
‘and Keith Mead give chase and 
Gould used his extra:speed to 
outrun the Wycombe tcentre- 
‘back. Maskell came out half way 
ibut Gould's, lob was perfectly 
[placed and-bounced into the net. 


i Halfetineg: 0-01". Goalscqteri: ‘Gould 
(49). i oa 


